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Martens, Donna (Northern Natural Gas)

From: McLaughlin, Kyle L - DNR <Kyle.McLaughlin@wisconsin.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2024 1:56 PM
To: Martens, Donna (Northern Natural Gas)
Cc: Ingwell, Adam - PSC; Schoen, Jill M - DNR; Haller, Macaulay G - DNR; Radermacher, Geri 

M - DNR; Rowe, Stacy A - DNR; Whitens, Samantha M - DNR
Subject: [INTERNET] Northern Natural Gas Northern Lights 2025 Expansion Project Regulatory 

Requirements
Attachments: NNG Northern Lights 2025 Expansion Introduction WDNR response letter.pdf; 03.07.24 

Nothern Natural Gas.pdf

THIS MESSAGE IS FROM AN EXTERNAL SENDER. 
Look closely at the SENDER address. Do not open ATTACHMENTS unless expected. Check for INDICATORS of 
phishing. Hover over LINKS before clicking. Learn to spot a phishing message  
Good afternoon,  
 
Please see the attached correspondence outlining Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources regulatory 
considerations intended as a response to the introductory letter dated March 4, 2024 (also attached) introducing the 
NNG Northern Lights 2025 Expansion Project. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kyle McLaughlin 
 
 
We are committed to service excellence. 
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey to evaluate how I did. 
 
Kyle McLaughlin  
Section Manager – Integration Services  
Bureau of Environmental Analysis and Sustainability/Division of External Services 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
107 Sutilff Ave. Rhinelander, WI 54501 
Phone: (715) 360-6148 
Kyle.McLaughlin@Wisconsin.gov 
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 You don't often get email from kyle.mclaughlin@wisconsin.gov. Learn why this is important  



 
March 22, 2024    
 
  
Northern Natural Gas 
Attn: Donna Martens, Senior Regulatory Analyst 
1111 South 103rd St. 
Omaha, NE 68124-1000 
 
 
RE:   Northern Natural Gas Northern Lights 2025 Expansion Project  
 
 
Dear Ms. Martens, 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) staff have received your letter introducing the Northern 
Natural Gas Northern Lights 2025 Expansion Project (Project).  Based on the information provided in your email, 
received on March 7, 2024, we have determined that this project may require certain DNR permits and/or 
approvals prior to construction or operation of certain components of the project. 
 
Should any element or segment of the proposed Project cross waters of the state, as defined in s. 281.01 (18), Wis. 
Stats., permits from the DNR may be required under the authority of s. 30, Wis. Stats.  Subject activities may 
include, but is not limited to, the following: placement of structures below the ordinary high water mark within 
navigable waters, disturbances of the banks of navigable waters, removal of bed material from navigable waters, 
and placement of permanent or temporary bridges over navigable waters.   
 
For any activities subject to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Section 404 permitting, the DNR must issue 
Water Quality Certification under Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act, and pursuant to NR 103 and NR 
299, Wis. Adm. Code.  Should any element or segment of the proposed Project create a discharge of fill into 
wetlands, as defined in s. 23.32 (1), Wis. Stats., permits from the DNR may be required under the authority of s. 
281.36, Wis. Stats. Subject temporary and/or permanent wetland fill may include, but is not limited to, the 
following: placement of temporary or permanent structures in wetland, such as construction matting, backfilling a 
trench, and road fill placement.  
 
If the associated land disturbance for the Project is expected to exceed one acre, coverage under the Wisconsin 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) Construction Stormwater general permit, under s. 283, Wis. 
Stats., and NR 216, Wis. Adm. Code would be required.  Discharge of water due to pit or trench dewatering 
associated with construction may require a determination of the applicability of a WPDES general permit under s. 
283, Wis. Stats.   
 
Should the construction of this Project affect protected species, an Endangered Resources Review and/or an 
Incidental Take Review and Permit may be required under s. 29.604, Wis. Stats.  
 
Should any element or segment of the proposed Project cross DNR-owned, managed, or funded property, 
including trails, additional coordination with DNR Real Estate Staff may be required.  
 
Although this project is not expected to require approval from the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
(PSC), pipeline application information available on their website outlines how to prepare a thorough application 
for DNR review: https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/ServiceType/Energy/FilingRequirements.aspx. Applications for 
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waterway, wetland, and WPDES stormwater permits can be submitted using our e-permitting system at 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/permits/water.  
 
Please note that these determinations are based on information provided in your introductory letter and is subject 
to change based on project updates.  Additionally, Northern Natural Gas must obtain any permits and/or approvals 
necessary for this project, regardless of whether or not they have been identified by this letter.   
 
For any questions or concerns, or to discuss permit application requirements more specifically, please contact 
DNR’s Office of Energy Project Liaisons, Geri Radermacher (Geri.Radermacher@wisconsin.gov) or Macaulay 
Haller (Macaulay.Haller@wisconsin.gov).   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kyle McLaughlin 
Integration Services Section Manager, DNR 
 
 
Email cc:  
 
Adam Ingwell, Environmental Affairs, PSC 
Jill Schoen, Secretary’s Director, DNR 
Macaulay Haller, Energy Project Liaison, DNR Office of Energy 
Geri Radermacher, Energy Project Liaison, DNR Office of Energy 
Stacy Rowe, Endangered Resources, DNR Office of Energy 
Samantha Whitens, Stormwater Engineer, DNR Office of Energy 
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